
February 18, 2022

Hello again, families!

I’m sure there is anticipation of an update about the mandatory masks in our buildings. It is great news
that COVID-19 numbers have been receding rapidly. The Genesee County Health Department (GCHD) is
still reporting over 200 cases per 100,000 and our community is still in the “high’ category, but that
number has gone down drastically for several weeks in a row. We expect a downgrade of that severity
level soon.

The Michigan Department of Health & Human Services (MDHHS) recently updated guidance for schools
as we enter this “Post-Surge Recovery Phase”. MDHHS is no longer recommending masks in the school
setting and the GCHD has aligned their guidance. They still encourage those at high-risk for COVID-19 to
continue masking.

Based on this new development, effective Tuesday, February 22nd, Grand Blanc Community Schools
will  make masks optional in our K-12 buildings. It is important to note that this does NOT apply to our
preschool students OR on buses. Pre-K programs with children too young to be vaccinated will still
require masks, and they are still required on all public transportation, which includes our buses.

We will continue to follow guidance from the GCHD, which was just updated. It continues to require the
isolation of any positive student/staff for five days. On day six, if symptoms no longer persist, the
student/staff member may return to school and should wear a mask through day ten. Identifying close
contacts, contact tracing, and testing for exposure are no longer required. The district continues to be
mandated to report positive cases to the local health department under the Michigan Health Code.

As always, if your child exhibits symptoms or feels sick, please do not send them to school.

If we have an increase in school transmission, we may need to make masks mandatory again. This could
be at the building level if there is an outbreak in a specific area, or be applied to the entire district, if
necessary.  It’s also a possibility that a brief period of remote learning could be necessary if COVID-19
makes staffing or attendance an issue in the future.

Thank you for your continued support and flexibility as we navigate this pandemic.  Go Bobcats!

Trevor Alward, Ed.D.
Superintendent
Grand Blanc Community Schools


